Guest Lecture - Dr. Amrita Narlikar

On 14th March 2024, Symbiosis School of International Studies welcomed Prof. Dr. Amrita
Narlikar, President of the German Institute for Global and Area Studies to their midst for an
enriching discussion on her new book and an array of other topics. The lecture was in an
interview format facilitated through interaction between the guest speaker, Director Shivali
Lawale, faculties and the students present. Dr. Amrita prompts the question on what would have
been the state of international affairs if the theories were measured from the Global South. She
further elaborates on the false dichotomy between interests and values as well as that of the East
and the West. On various questions about the validity of the strategic elements from
Mahabharata and its spillover on to India’s approaches, Dr. Amrita responded by posing the
various character conflicts and the narrative and ethics dimensions instilled across the epic. The
lecture forayed into topics varying from the essence of dharma, environmentalism, animal rights
to free trade, globalization and disinformation. This vigorous lecture ended with the speaker
prompting for value based Indian

strategies in its international postures.
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